
E N T R A N C E  R I T E :
The entrance song is played while the processional takes 
place. The bridal party enters in procession usually with 

the ministers and the priest at the head. When the 
entrance song finishes, the priest leads everyone in the 

sign of the cross.

weddingforward.com

G R E E T I N G :
The priest greets the congregation, and the people 

respond.
O P E N I N G  P R A Y E R :

The priest makes the opening prayer, after which the 
congregation is seated for the Liturgy of the Word.

F I R S T  R E A D I N G :

The first reading is made, usually from the Old 
Testament, after which there is a responsorial psalm led 

by the cantor or the choir.
S E C O N D  R E A D I N G :

The second reading follows from the New Testament, 
and then the cantor leads the congregation in singing 

the Gospel Acclamation.
G O S P E L :

The congregation sits as the priest proclaims the gospel. 
After this he offers a homily drawn from the reading of 

the scriptures, on the topic of marriage.

S T A T E M E N T  O F  I N T E N T I O N S  &  

E X C H A N G E  O F  C O N S E N T :

The priest ask the couple to state their intentions 
towards each other, which they do. This is followed by 
the exchange of consent in which they declare their 

consent to be married, while exchanging their marriage 
vows.

B L E S S I N G  A N D  G I V I N G  O F  

R I N G S :
The wedding rings are blessed through prayer and the 

sprinkling of holy water. This is followed by the 
exchange of rings by the couple.

T H E  U N I V E R S A L  P R A Y E R :
Often referred to as the Prayer of the Faithful or General 
Intercessions, the Universal Prayer is read by the cantor 
or lector and the congregation responds appropriately.

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R :

The priest then offers the Eucharist prayer. This is 
followed by the Communion Rite and then a recital of 

The Lord’s Prayer.
N U P T I A L  B L E S S I N G :

The couple kneels while the priest invites the 
congregation to join in prayer over them as he offers the 

nuptial blessings.
L A M B  O F  G O D :

The priest breaks the Eucharist bread while the 
congregation sings the “Lamb of God”.

C O M M U N I O N :

The Body and Blood of Christ is offered to the couple 
and distributed among the congregation.

B L E S S I N G  &  R E C E S I O N :

The priest says a blessing over the couple after which 
they sign the marriage license and he dismisses everyone 
with a phrase like, "Go in peace to glorify the Lord with 
your life" and everyone present respond, "Thanks be to 

God."

W E D D I N G  M U S I C  B E G I N S  T O  P L A Y ,  

A N D  T H E  R E C E S S I O N A L  F O L L O W S .


