
On our wedding day, I made a choice. It was the most 
important and significant choice of my life and I made it 
only after a great deal of consideration. On that day, I 
chose you to be my husband/wife. I thought then that 

such a decision, once made, as final and irrevocable. Now 
I know that the selection of a life partner is not a one-time 
decision but an ongoing process. Many times in the years 
since then, I have chosen you again. Faced with changes 

and alternatives, I have become keenly aware that a 
marriage lasts only so long as both partners desire each 

other above all others. As our lives have been affected by 
the ebb and flow of other lives and events, there have 
been many times when I could have chosen to go in a 

different direction. I did not. The reason is simple: no 
other person has ever aroused in me the feelings of 

tenderness, joy and caring which you elicit. I elect to stay 
with you not because I feel obligated to meet your needs 

but because you continue to meet mine. I live with you not 
because a legal document says that I am your 

wife/husband but because, in my heart of hearts, I still 
want to be by your side more than I want to be anywhere 

else.
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